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THE RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS 
iN THE FOURTH GOSPEL 


ale INTRODUCTION: CHRISTLANLTY AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE SECOND CENTURY 

The beginning of the second century was a time of great 
erisis in the history of the Christian religion. Christianity 
and Judaism had become separated. The Jewish element which 
had been dominant in the beginning of the new movement in 
religion, had now been forced to give way to the Greek element. 
It was evident that from now on Christianity was to find its 
Support in the Greek world. With the death of the last 
apostles, the spiritual significance of the life of Jesus was 
beginning to be lost and only a historical memory, which was 
itself fast fading, now remained. in spite of its many 
hardships, the early Christian church had for a while been able 
to hold together in the hope of the early return of Christ. 


As the years passed, however, and there was no apparent sign 


that this hope was to be realized, the Christian leaders were aware 


that a dangerous situation was confronting them. Was the life 
and the death of Jesus Christ to be of no avail? Was His 
mission on earth to fail and the Christianity he had established 
to die out? 

Paul had faced this situation in his time. He 
had endeavored to make the Christian faith a living message 
for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews. He had placed his 


_ emphasis on the risen Christ and had thus subordinated the 
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earthly life of Jesus, to the redeeming work of a risen Lord, 
The writer of the Fourth Gospel takes over this idea which 
Paul nad worked out and combines it with the life of the 
historical Jesus. Christ was to this author the eternal Word 
incarnate in the Jesus of history. His work on earth was 

the beginning of the greater work he was to carry on after 

his resurrection. Thus his return had already taken place 
in the coming of the Spirit which was the Eternal Christ who 
in reality was the Jesus of history. it was his wonderful 
Personality which must draw the generations that followed. 
John himself had experienced this drawing power in his own life 
and therefore believed that his own experience could be the 
experience of others. it was his work so to present Jesus to 
the waiting world that they mignt believe, even as he had, and 
in their belief they might have life through his name. 

John finds his way of expressing of his idea through 
the current philosophical ideas of the time. Already in later 
Old Testament thought, much more in rabinical speculation, we 
Can trace the idea of an intermediary between God and the 
world, : in Gn creation is attributed to the command or word 
of God, and this led to a quasi-personification of the divine 
word in later poetical descriptions of creation ( P S 33:6) 
and providence ( Ff 5 107320; 14/315: 148:8 ). Still more 
emphatically was revelation called “the word of the Lord," and 


hence such phrases occur as "the word of the Lord came," or 


1 seott, the fourth Gospel, p. 149. 
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even "the Word Which Isaiah saw" (Is 231, so Mic 1:1, Am Laks 
which tended to represent the divine utterance as a separate 
and continuous object, distinguishable from the spoken and 
written word. : Wisdom is also deseribed in Job and Proverbs, 
With something more than a poetical personification, as God's 
agent and co-worker, Peculiar significance was attached, by 
the later interpreters, to the various old Testament allusions 
to the Word of God. By His "Word" He had created heaven and 
earth, and revealed Himself to His prophets. The actual 
hypostatising of the divine Word in the doctrine of the Memra 
was probably subsequent to the time of Philo, but it was the 
outcome of a mode of thinking already common in Jewish theology. 
God, who was Himself the high and holy One, of purer eye than 
to behold iniquity, mediated His action through the divine 
Word. 5 
Thus Hebrew thought tended to represent God's self- 

manifestation as mediated by an agent, more or less conceived 
ag personal and yet blending with the divine personality itself. 
And there was already existing a well worked-out system of 
philosophy as represented in the philosophy of Philo.: There 
Can be little doubt in regard to the main sources from which 
John's Logos doctrine was derived. It had come down to him 
through Philo, after its final development in Greek philosophy. 
This Alexandrian Greek, who was at the same time an orthodox 

GT. Perves, Hastings, Dictionary of Bible, art. Logos, 


ee il: 
Vol 111, p.134. 
2 Scott, The Fourth Gospel, p. 150. 
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Jew, adopted the Logos theory of the Stoics and made it a 
means of transition from Judaism to Greek philosophy. He 
accepted the double meaning of Logos as both of reason and 
revelation and interpreted it to mean the revealing Word of 
God as found in the Old Testament Scriptures. In this way 

he was able to set forth the idea of the Logos as agent of 

God in his world. dohn takes over the Logos doctrine of Philo 
and makes it the agent of communicating his thought to the 


Greek world, 


5 as THE ETERNAL LOGOS IN THE PERSON OF 
JESUS CHRIST 


Sanday thinks the Evangelist accepts Philo's philo- 
sophy in the main outline of his system. By the side of the 
Eternal, Philo has what he himself called "a second God" and 
this second God he called "the Divine Word." The Word was 
agent or instrument in creation. : However, it would be 
impossible to interprets the life of the historical person by 
means of a mere philosophical idea. John, therefore, seeks 
to overcome this difficulty by modifying the original conception 
of the Logos as held by Philo and so make it conform to his 
own idea. While Philo thought only of a divine principle, John 
thinks of a personal Being, and clothes him with flesh. Jesus 
becomes the incarnation of the divine Logos. The Logos is the 
divine principle of creation, apart from which the universe is 


1 Sanday, The Criticism of the Fourth Gospel, p.189. 
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unintelligible; but it is the specific function of revealing 
‘the divine nature to men which immediately absorbs the 
Evangelist's attention. + "and the Word become flesh, and dwelt 
among us and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth." ; This Being was 
Co-existent with, and at the same time apart from God. "In 
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with Goa." 2 

As Schmiedel says the phrase, "the Word was God," means that 
the Logos was of divine nature (just as in 14:24 the words 
"words" "God is Spirit" mean: God is of a Spiritual nature, 

has a spiritual nature). The Logos is not God Himself, but 

of like nature, Similarly, we may expect that he was from the 
beginning, and so existed before the creation of the world, and 
with God, and that by him the whole world was made. 3: 

Thus we have him represented as being with God from 
the very beginning, yet apart and distinet from him. God 
Himself was so pure and holy that he could not come into direct 
relation with his world. Therefore an intermediate person 
Was necessary. This idea is brought out in the words: "No 
man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is 
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared hin." 2 Jesus, 
the only begotten Son, is the incarnation means whereby men 
in communicate with God. He is the incarnation of the divine 

il Moffat, An Introduction to the Literature of the New 
Testament, p.519. 
2 John 1:14. 3. gehbn 1:1,2. 


4 Schmiedel, The Johannine Writings, p.15l. 
5 John 1:18. 


bie te en ancioett brow ants : a0. e ackyaessn rt v 
saon95. vine: ele to 98 yroly .ys6tg att proied ge Pane 


eit mons Sonidats Sas duags ade leet eel 


$8 mets tnt emo doh Sixes ok dacs yiod Dre ety OB ‘sane 


—- = a $8f Rt ded dAguord @) aebf ais?” a 


2 et Ode tok fed taned eae git iets yoo ta Hot 988. adert & 


Be —4ayeey-- > *.atit Sete loeb fvant od redset end Bo: nono « 
ie: ssi 
eek. NOR donate angen 20. ‘Searescatd ott af: 008 nodtoged x 


a I 
i] 


ag ‘6 oct to 1s Fatenont eid: ek’ ol sake hi teg tm atsot: neeaen 


on aif. to euntares £1 wedi. Od Adigoubontet aA “\eartoll, 


ee Balil witet ‘i - oy 
ae ey Healt bre Sti trestio’ ear P 


= ba 


Logos issuing forth from the Father, revealing wod to men. 
vesus is the Light of the world and the Life-giver, because 
“e is nimself the Logos, one in essence with God. The 
relation of this Logos to tueos is warmed into the deeper 
relation of Son to Hatner, tne only-begotten to the Eternal. 
The Fatherhood is essential to God, and therefore Eternal. 
God exercises delegated autnority. “and tne Father that sent 
me, he has borne witness of me. vet uave not nis word abiding 
in you; for whom he sent, him ye believe not.“ 4 Men are to 
worship God in the Person of his son, vesus Gnriste "All may 
honor the Son, even as they honor tne Fatner. ne that honoreth 
not the Son, honoreth not tne rather tuat sent hin." : Thus, 
Jesus as the Mediator between cod and wan is the principle on 
which the entire Gospel resis. 

| Aithough the doctrine of the Logos is subordinated 
to tue main theme of the Gospel, yet we find it expressing its- 
elf in the very portrait which John gives us of Jesuse vohn 
had a different purpose than did tne writers of the Synoptic 
Gospels, and therefore tnere is a cuange of emphasis in his 
Gospel. This 18 a spiritual Gospel dealing with the Person 
of tne Divine don of vod. ihe sympathetic, suffering Jesus 


Of tue@ Synoptic wospel story is colored by the dominant purpose 


which the author is ever seeking to realize. "That ye may believe 


that Jesus is tue Unrist, tne son of God, and that believing 
ye may uave iize in his name." 


Ly Jonn 59 5/; 53% 2 -donn 1:350,51. 5:"Tohn 5:22. 


Be: BBE Ov bom apttlaover ata erie non? arte ena8k. 
ie. ehanmodit tie eg atta arid Bae bisow edt to, dilgth ede 
. “et. shod sitiw eoavase at ane sae god: odd: ss “ 
aa, ont otal hemtar ef soon as sagen wtp tor of te. se 
os end of Stahl ee eng seated oF boat 0 5 . 
; it Aas bow oF sectooerec et J 


® isa 
ae 


duos Sais code Sects ba  aphivondem: bosagoleb nontoTexo'! 
te “ton Sexi. ith eves POL -.0m 20 aeoustw ertod: ead on i 


aie ea Kee es Bid: Tern. yoda 8s oeve es exid "0 eo 
wert geen seis x6ad4 one dos Adetosod “et eaa ton 
gion q eff af Seu bas bow noegsed tot¢aibev end as - ~ 


ie | oe BOs Leqnow saitae ocd cio Lal 
| etavatoson et goR00 ef ta: enintoc’ euld Aguond LA | | 
meat pitenergxe $f bait-er tex heqacp ond 30 emeid. miss oud 
Ato y stugds 16 ey sevig not sofia siatoteg bd ode ah os 


<a) 
oi 


_ ptagoay? aie te “Rtesive ont Sih meds enoqaug paavet heh’ s 
Bhs gt etendaire to sgaano 28h eras etotetedd bas aloge 


a ‘ 


“moetet odd ddte aaiiser feqnos ‘dawic.tgde £2 ef Bint 


au “aaeot ghitelive elieideqmye edi tov te moe onivid gate 


eeoqisg daantnoh ond yd Berto foo al wiote Leqkeow Chee Ye oud. ; 
Lod Yau ey gédyt" <98ldget CF gatless Tere ef odie. edt a ta 
PeGtrelied tadd bas. .bod to fox and <inciciy ews mt auaebd 
OMB Bid ol es ee eran 


eSSig ndot £ wh (UCIL mig’. ¥ | 126 RHE oe e 


Thus Jesus is always represented as the divine Son 
of God. This idea is set forth in different ways. We 
find it first in the miracles which he peuroreeuan Instead 
of being deeds of compassion merely, as represented in the 
Synoptic records, here they are signs of supernatural power, 
performed in order that the glory or God may be manifested in 
Christ to all believers. "This beginning of his signs did 
Jesus in Gana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him." : "this igs again the second 
sign that Jesus did. "When therefore the people saw the sign 
Which he did, they said, this is of a truth that cometh into 
the world." > 
The Evangelist chose from the Synoptic records, only 
those miracles most wonderful in character and of superhuman 
ability in order to heighten the feeling of the divine nature 
of the character he was portraying. Such is the feeding 
of five thousand where five small loaves and two fish are 
miraculously multiplied so that they were more than sufficient 
for five thousand people who ordinarily could not be fed with 
two hundred shilling's worth of bread. Again Jesus is 
represented as walking on the very stormy sea, which could not 
be accomplished by any one of merely human ability. Probably 
this idea is even better wrought out in the record of miracles 
which John alone of all the Evangelists has given to us. In 
the fourth chapter of his Gospel (vs.46-54) we have the story 


Vs sehni250;51; 4:48,54; 6:2,26; 20:30,31. 
2 John 23:11. 3 John 4:54, 
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of a cure of a child at a great distance by the mere word of 


Jesus. In the fifth chapter (vs. 2-9) there is the record 


of a cure after a sickness of long Standing; in chapter nine 
(vs.l-7) Jesus cures a man blind from his birth; and in 

chapter eleventh (vs. 39,40) Jesus by a word, raises Lazarus 

from the dead. For four days this man had been dead and already 
decay had begun to set in, yet Jesus is able to bring back life 
even in this extreme case. What better evidence could the 
Evangelist bring forth to prove the supernatural power of Jesus 
and thus reveal his divine nature? 

Another proof of the Logos nature is represented 
through the foreknowledge of events, which Jesus is represented 
as having. "Nathaniel sald unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, before Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathaniel 
answered him, Rabbi, thou art the Bon of God; thou art king 
of Israel," + In chapter four we are told that Jesus kmew of 
the past life of the Samaritan woman. ; He knew of the nature 
of Lazarus' sickness. ? He also knew of his own nature; his 
death and resurrection. “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days 1 will raise it up.....He spake of the temple of his body." 4 
"Ye heard how I said to you, I go away, and I come unto yousees. 
And I have told you before it come to pass, ye may believe." 2 
"Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is come that ye shall be 

lL John 1:48,49. 2 John 437-26,39. 


7 do0nn Livartr. 4 John 2:19,21. 
5 John 14:28,29. 
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Scattered, every one to his om, and ye shall leave me alone." 1 


Jesus is represented as master of every situation, 


"rom the beginning to the end of his career ne orders all the 


events. No outward circumstances impede or accelerate his 
movement toward his filial goal. This, likewise, 1s a proof 
of his divine nature. "And jesus saith unto her, Woman, what 
have to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.“ "Jesus 
therefore saith unto them, My time is not yet come; "3 “They 7 
sought therefore to take him: and no man laid hand on hin, 
because his hour was not yet come." 5 "No man took him, because 
his hour was not yet come." g We fina that down to the very 
end of his life, he is still of his own accord ordering the 
events that transpire. "Therefore does the Father love me, 
because 4+ lay down my life, that 1 may take 1t again. No one 
takes it away from me, but 1 lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again." 
Yet another way in which the writer of this Gospel 
emphasizes the divine nature of Christ is by mean of contrasting 
his nature with that of his associates. This is accomplished 
not so much by the events which he records, as by the elimina- 
tion of human incidents which the Synoptic writers gives us. 
Me is here represented, not as a frien of publicans and sinners, 
but in association with the religious leaders of the day. His 
Miracles are not deeds of compassion but are signs of divine 


L. Jonny; 12332. 2 John, 23. 
3 dJdebn 7:6. 4 John 7230. 


5 John 83:20 6 John 10:17,18. 
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power. Here he stands aloof from the world. He is from 
another world and being of a different nature from the men 
about him, he moves alone, apart from then. In this attempt 
to exalt in the divine nature of Jesus, John has lost in his 
Gospel much of the real value of the life of the historical 
Jesus. Since tne Logos was incapable of bearing the suffering 
of the human body in its physical and moral struggles, we miss 
human sympathy and compassion so prominent in the Synoptic 
Gospels. it is this element which gives the historical Jesus 
Such a welcome in the hearts of suffering humanity. We have, 
in the Fouth Gospel, no account of the Temptation, the suffering 
in the garden, and the cry of agony from the cross. Sugh 
incidents would be inconsistent with the portrait of the divine 
Pon of God. Jonn was seeking through his Gospel to meet the 
need of his day; viz., tnat men might believe Jesus to be tne 
Son of God and that believing they might have life. in this 
endeavour to do this, it was necessary to select his material 
Witn care, choosing only those incidents which would emphasize 
the divine nature. Of necessity this was accomplished at a 
great sacrifice to the historical life of Jesus. Yet we cannot 
fully appreciate the significance of Jesus' life until we have 
the fuller interpretation which John has made for us. Thus the 
Sacrifice he was forced to make in accomplishing his purpose 

was in the end well worth the price he paid. 

| However, even in his masterful attempt to rid the 


“divine Logos of his human qualities and to exalt his divine 
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nature, John was only partly successful. It is the historical 
Jesus, after all, which is behind the philosophical idea that 
makes its appeal to our hearts as we read the Gospel message. 
The Logos theory was only a means to an end. It accomplished 
its purpose in its own time. But the personal Christ in this 


Gospel, lives on for all generations. 
ili. JESUS, THE SON OF GOD: HIS WORK 


R. The Significance of His Personality in the 
Synoptic Gospels 
There were three names by which, according to the 
Synoptic Gospels, Jesus was wont to express the Significance 
of His Personality. He was the Christ, the Son of Man, the 
Son of God. In his first expression and open announcement of 
his suffering and death, given while in the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, it is recorded that, after Peter's confession of him 
as the Christ, "he began to-teach them, that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again." + What is meant by the words "Son of Man" here? 
The interpretation differs with different scholars. Dr. Bacon 
Suggests the following as the historival facts resulting from 
this study: 
(1) From the outset Jesus had a Son of Man doctrine. 

In taking up the Baptist's warning to repentance Jesus could 
not but refer to the Being of whom John had spoken as coming 

1 Mark 8:31 and parallels. 
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after him to winnow Jehovah's threshing-floor, gathering the 


wheat into his garner, and burning up the chaff with unquen- 


chable fire, John is not speaking of Jehovah, to whom the 
saying, "I am not worthy to loose his shoe's latchet" would 
not be applicable. Neither does he mean the Angel of the 
Covenant, of whom the phraseology derived from Malachi might 
incline us to think. The personality in mind is human, though 
endowed with miraculous powers, for it is when he hears of 
"the mighty works" done by Jesus that John sends to enquire: 
"Art thou the Coming One?" ‘he personality is the same, though 
John did not use designative title. 

(2) Jesus uses the distinctive title, but from the 
very nature of the case cannot have used it in application 
to himself during that period of his ministry wherein his 
messiaship was still a "secret." In all his utterances down 
to the revelation of this secret to the twelve at Gaesarea 
Philippi, and all his public utterances down to the last, Jesus' 
use of the title must have been impersonal and objective, as 
who should say, “Se whom Jehovah will send to execute nis 
judgment." This necessary reserve is vividly illustrated in 
the incident of the Baptist’s enquiry: for the reply is purposely 
ambiguous. 


(3) After tne close of the Galilean ministry, 
confronted with the alternative of abandoning his mission to 
Israel or carrying his message to the national center, Jesus 


reveals the fact that he has also a Son of David doctrine. 
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in spite of recent very high authority in denial of this, no 
other explanation of the course of events from this time on 
until the rallying of tne scattered flock under leadership of 
Peter to the watchword "God hath made him both Lord and Christ." 
scems to him historically credible. 

(4) The problem grows out of the relation of these 
two beliefs, in this chronological relation. Not first the 
doctrine of personal adherence to Jesus as Son of David, to 
which certain more or less incongruous attributes of the Son 
of Man becomes attached; but first a doctrine of the Coming 
One, the Son of Man, quite without reference to the person 
of Jesus, followed through pressure of harsh necessity by the 
appeal to a personal loyality centering in vesus as anointed 
leader of Israel toward a kingdom “according to the things of 
God." 

(5) At Caesarea Philippi the alternative had also 
to be faced by rejection and death. This was indeed the more 
probable of the two. ‘the Kingdom must be given not to a Son 
of David here on earth, but to a Son of Man at the judgment-seat 
of the Highest. Until Calvary no follower of Jesus could have 
Said by which road the deliverance must come. Dr. Bacon 
conciudes thus, “Such is the progress of doctrine according to 
the testimony of New Testament: christoiogy, first, the doctrine 
of the Coming One, the Son of Man; second, the doctrine of the 


Son of David, to whom it is tne Fatner's good pleasure to give 


‘the kingdom; third, the discovery that "according to Scripture's" 
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the “ervant humbled and obedient unto a sacrificial death, is 
also he who is exalted and made very high. 


Now according to Dr. MeCown, Jesus made use of the 


title of a Son of Man from Jewish literatmre. "This unique 


conception of the messiah as the Son of Man, interpreting the 
Danielic personification or angelic representative of israel 

as reali personality, second only to God = glory and power, 

is one of the most interesting developments in all pre-Christian 
apocalyptic literature, because of the use Jesus made of it 

and its Vaairenniian of the idea of pre-existence to the 
Christian conception of the person of Christ." ; Jesus’ self- 
consciousness, Professor McCown says, his estimate of his person 
and his mission, was unique. No sane human being, either before 
er since nis time, has been able to use such a language of 
himself as he did. What does it imply? First, that he felt 
that he himself and no other was to realize the age-long 
expectations of nis people. rie was to inaugurate the reign 

of God. Under the circumstances of his baptism, the voice 


from heaven "Thou art my beloved Son," connoted a unique com- 


mission and consequently a unique relation to God. Therefore, 


he was tne messiah. But, second, he was not merely a human 


king of the Davidiec line, rather something far above that. ts 
The title "Son of Man" connoted for Jesus fills with the double 
meaning of cross and crown, whether before him it had that wealth 


an MeCown, ihe rrowmise of His Coming, p. 128. 
2 McCown, The Promise of His Coming, p. tol,loe. 
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of significance or not. in any case it is quite plain that, 


‘firmly as Jesus believed in the coming ot tne reign of God, he 


believed with equal certainty that it could come only by the 
method of suffering and wareice cc 
Professor vaiman's interpretation of the Son of Man 
is very close to Professor uctGown gs idea. He says that "we 
need not suppose that vesus atiched great importance to the 
intrinsic sense of the expression. His c&aiting Himself 


"Son of Man," really implied no more than that he was that one 


in whom this vision of Daniel was to proceed to its revelation. 


The term acquired its positive Significance from the light in 
which it is placed by Daniel, and from what is said concerning 
it; just as the title "the Messiah," derives its meaning not 
So much from the literal sense of the word, as from the Scrip- 
tural restimony to the person thus entitled. : But we agree with 
Wendt's interpretation which says " as Son of Man, who is at 

the same time Son of God, he feels himself the same in kind with 
all true members of the kingdom of God, for these are all sons 
of men who are at the same time sons of God. But since, with 
emphatic articulation, he designates himself as the Son of Man 
and the Son of God, he neverthless expresses that, along with 
that likeness in kind, he is aware of his pre-eminence, of being 
the One above all others, the representative of the kingdom of 
God, the Messiah. The name "Son of Man," as an indirect deno- 


1 McCown, The Promise of His Coming, p.163,164. 
2 Dalman, The Words of Jesus, p. 258. 
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tation of his Messianic calling and his Messianic dignity. : 
As to this idea, let us see the second Gospel. 
Mark says that "he spake this Saying openly." Although this 
suffering and death was, without doubt, to come to him in the 
faithful discharge of his duty, in that way in which the 
prophets had walked before him and been killed, so that the 
Saying in this respect, as Professor Bruce has said, points to 
this suffering as "the highest instance of a general law, 
according to which all who are loyal to the divine claims must 
more or less suffer for righteousness' sake, " there is an 
unmistakable reference to the necessity that there was for the 
Christ so to suffer. It. came immediately after the confession 
of him as the Christ by Peter, and the word was spoken "openly" 
in order to let all know what lay before Christ. +t was 
Something necessary for him - "the Son of Man must suffer many 
things," implying that it was divinely so appointed for him. 
Such a reference is also implied in the answer to Peter, "Thou 
mindest not the things of God, but the things of men." The 
Subject uppermost was Peter's recognition of the Christ of 
Goa in the lowly Son of Man. In this he gave evidence of 
receptivity to divine teaching. "Flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven." But 
he manifested the reverse of this when he thought that it was 
not possible for the Christ to suffer. Jesus told him that 


1 Wendt, The Teaching of Jesus, art. the Messiah as the 
Son of Man, pp.149,150. 
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such suffering was inevitable if he was to fulfill the mission 


to which he was called by God. it was necessary, moreover, 


that he should at this stage warn his disciples that his concep- 
tion of the Christ was very different from theirs, or from 
the popular one. A Christ who should be the lowly "Son of 
Man" would certainly not commend himself to the ecclesiatical 
authorities, but should suffer at their hands, should even be 
put to death by them, and only afterwards come "in the &lory 
of his Father with the holy angels" (vs. 38). The divine 
reason for his death is not as yet declared; nor does his 
language, as reported, suggest anything of a sacrificial 
nature in it. it is simply, "be killed, and after three days 
rise again." it is at the same time extremely probable that 
he had already applied to himself the representation of suffering 
in order to achieve the triumph of the kingdom of God, contained 
in the 01d Testament. But, in any view of it, his death was 
to come to him in fulfilment of his mission, and this was to 
bring in the kingdom of God. 

Our Lord was on his last journey to Jerusalem, where 
he foresaw that he must meet his telentless enemies in such 
& way that he was certain to suffer at their hands. He was 
g0ing up none the less, for he felt convinced that such 
suffering was inevitable in the fulfilment of his mission. on 
his way he had met with incidents which deepened his conviction 
of this necessity. A young ruler had come seeking to know how 


he should enter into eternal life. There was such earnestness 
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and sincerity about him that Jesus "loved him!’ Yet he could 


not make the great renuciation necessary, but made insteed 


"the great refusal." He showed how firmly he was bound by a 


golden chain to the things of this world, and how impossible 


it was to him to burst these bonds.. If he went away sorrow= 


ful, have been sorrowful. it showed Him that something more 
must be done for men, if they were to be saved and become 
members of the kingdom of God. +t led him to speak to his 
disciples about the impossibility of a rich man being saved, 

in such a way that they were "astonished exceedingly," and 
asked "Who then be saved?" To this only answer was, “With men 
it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible 
with God. 


2. The Significance of His Personality in the 
Fourth Gespel 


According to S,ott, the Fourth Evangelist takes up the 
Synoptic tradition, and accepts these three names (the Christ, 
the Son of Man, and the Son of God ) as noramative for his own 
theology. And S,ott mentions three things about the difference 
between the view presented in the Synoptics and that of John. 

(1/ The name "Christ" is in the first instance 
national, and connects Jesus with the history and the hopes 
of Israel. He knew Himself as the Christ to be the final 
outcome of the religious development of the Jewish people. He 
took on Himself the Messianic task of inaugurating that Singdom 
Of God which had been dimly prefigured in the ancient theocracy. 


4n the mind of Jesus, however, the purely national significance 
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of the title of "Messiah" was far transcended. 
| (2) The name which He used most commonly while He was 
preparing His disciples for the Messianic proclamation, was that 
of Son of Man. The precise intention of this name is still 
one of the disputed questions of New Testament criticism, but 
the evidence would seem to point, almost conclusively, to its 
derivation from the passage in Daniel (7:13) which describes 
how, after the imperfect Shapes, typifying the inferior kingdons, 
there appeared in the prophet's vision "One like unto a Son of 
Man." Conscious of Himself as the Messiah, and yet desirous 
of assigning a higher connotation to the misleading title, He 
kept it is abeyance by the other name of "Son of Man." He thus 
transferred the emphasis from the merely national side to the 
religious side. 

(3) The third name by which Jesus is designated in the 
Synoptics is that of "Son of God." It is true that He does 
not Himself claim the title, though He appears to do so by 
implication in at least one passage (Matt. 11:27, Luke 10:22). 
Nothing, however, is more certain in the life of Jesus than 
that He was conscious of a special relation to God, - a relation 
of unique closeness and dearness which He could only describe as 
one of Sonship. 

Thus in the Synoptic Gospels we have the seeming 
paradox that "Son of Man" is the divine title on which Jesus 
Wases His dignity. and authority, while "Son of Goa" carries with 


it no such claim. it~ simply expresses His personal relation 
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to God, His self-surrender, in filial trust, to the higher wikis 

Turning now to the Fourth Gospel, we have these three 
Synoptic names presented to us with meanings entirely different. 
Here, as elsewhere, the ecavangelist reads back into the histo-= 
rical data his own characteristic ideas, so that under the 
familiar title we have a new conception offered us of the Person 
and life of Jesus. 

(1) The name of "Christ" loses its special significance, 
and becomes simply anequivalent for “Son of God. * the claim 
of Jesus to be Christ was naturally the crucial issue in all 
discussion with the Jews, and it was necessary to maintain the 
claim in its strict traditional sense. ‘he claim of Yesus to 
be the Messiah was not founded on descent from David, or birth 
in Bethlehem, or mystery in the mode of his appearance, or even 
on the strict fulfilment in his life of Old Testament prophecy. 
He was sent from God, and knew God; He had the water of life for 
@ll who were athirst; He spoke as no mere man could speak. So 
throughout the Gospel the Messianic title denotes nothing more 
Befinite than the higher nature and dignity of Jesus as the Son 
of God. In this interpretation of the Messianic name by a higher 
and more comrehensive one, John gives effect, no doubt, to Our 
+ord's own purpose. 
| (2) The title, with its suggestion of a mystery and 
-& unique dignity in the human life of Jesus, lent itself 
1 Seott, The Fourth Gospel, pp. 177 ff. 
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naturally to the Johannine conception, ana is employed with 
much the same general effect as in the earlier Gospels. With 
the Synoptics it is an official name, by means of which Jesus 
brings into prominence a particular aspect of his Messiaship. 
He declares that although man, he is the heavenly man of the 
prophets vision, who was entrusted by God. with the inaugulation 
of His kingdom and would one day appear in glory to judge the 
world. 

(3) We come, then, to the name which belongs distin- 
etively to vesus in the Fourth Gospel. John, like the Synoptics, 
acknowledges a sense in which men have a filial relation to God. 
He believes that Christ “has given power to as many as reived 
“im to become the sons of God. But his own Sonship was 
different in kind from the Sonship attainable by men. He was 
the “only-begotten," the Son "who is in the bosom of the Father." 

To sum up, the Gospel presents the Sonship of Christ ; 
under two aspects, which are radically distinct, although to 
appearance they are brought into harmony. There is first the 
metaphysical conception, reaching back to Philo and the Greek 
thinkers, by which the Sonship is defined in terms of the Logos 
doctrine. God existed from all eternity in fellowship with 
another being, one with “im in essence though subordinate, who 
is therefore called His “Son.” itnis “second cod" of Philonic 
Speculation was manifested, according to our Gospel, in Jesus 
Christ. : 


1 Scott, the Fourth Gospel, pp. 202,203. 
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The fundamental element in the entire teaching is 

: the absolute oneness of the deity. The wospel never taught 
the existence of two or three Gods, though the unity or solity 
embraced the divine indwelling in the entire universe, an 
infinite transcendence involving the internal relations of 
Fatherhood and Sonship, and all the mighty operations of the 
Spirit in the world and in the minds of men. 

As we have already noticed, the Logos idea, so 
prominent in tne rrologne, assumes a place of only secondary 
importance as we pass on into the body of the Gospel narrative. 
From tuis point on, the life of Jesus is the main interest of 
the Gospel. The Evangelist himself has had a deep religious 
experience, grounded in the life of the person Jesus. It is 
this same experience which he seeks to give to tne world. 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us and we beheld 
his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father full 


of grace and truth." z 


This marks the transition from the 

| prologue to the poay of the Gospel. the acceptance of this 
idea involves a wide departure from the traditional view of the 
_ life of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, then, is represented as the revealer of God 
_tomen. Moses revealed the law, but it remained for Jesus 
to reveal tne truth. He ig the supreme revelation of God, 

_ for "No one has seen God, but the only begotten Son has 


declared him." Hence in order to know God man must know the 
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pon, even Jesus Christ. "lf ye had known me, ye would have 
“seen him.“ * “NOW is the Son of wan Slorified, and God is 
glorified in him." ‘i Jesus, the revealer of God'g glory, has 
acquainted men with God; in the degree that men kuow vesus so 
also will they know the Father. Thus Jesus in His own Person 
is tne revelation of God. This is the fundamental thesis of 
the Gospei, and it embodies, in the last resort, a simple 
religious judgment. yvesus revealed the Father because He was 
Himself identical with the 40g0s, the eternal principle which, 
according to current speculation, was the medium of God'g 
activity. His life, therefore, was that of a divine being, 
self-determined, omniscient, endowed with supernatural enerfies. 
Not only does Jesus in His own Person reveal God, but ue is the 
absolute revelation, ? 

Jesus is the revealer of tne trutn, since He is the 
Pevealer of God. Truth is the spirituai reality; it 1s the 
essence of righteousness. Jesus* mission was to pear vestimony 
to the truth. Truth 1s one of the characteristic words of the 
Fourth Gospel, and is used invariably in a weliedefined and 
Peculiar meaning. The "truth of anything is tne spiritual 
Peality of which it is the symbol (cr. tue “true vine," "True 
mead,” “true light," ete.). it is assumed that over against 
the worla of visible things tnere is a worid of supernatural 
realities, which has now for tue rirst time been revealed 
through Christ. od is "une oniy true, ** and all other things 


tf Jobn 14:14. 2 dJ0an 13: 5L6 
5 scott, The Fourth Gospel, p.2l0. 4. Joon 17 i356 
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nave "truth" in them according as they refiect nis thought 


and purpose, The mission of Unrisi Wio uas come forth from 

os God 1s to declare “trutn,“ in His om Person. Through Him 

it becomes possible for men, in the midst of earthly change 
and illusion, to lay hold on the etral reality. "To this 

4 end have I been born, and to this end am I come into the world, 

: that 1 should bear witness unto the truth. Evenry one that 

4s of the truth heareth my voice." ~ tf men accept the truth 


. 


_ a8 revealed by Jesus they are freed fron the bondage of sin. 
_ "Ye shall imow the truth, and the truth shall make you free." - 
, But If they reject it, they prove themselves to be children 
of the devil, and unable to recognize the way of escape from 
sin. "If God were your Father, ye would love me; for I came 
forth and am come from God; for neither have I come of myself, 
but he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech? Even 
_ because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your Father, the devil, 
ana the lusts of your father it is your will to dow. He was a 
"murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, 
Biicause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
“SPeaketh of his own; for he 1s a liar, and the father thereof. 
But because I say the truth ye believe me not. Which of you 
“convicteth me of sin? If I say truth, why do ye not believe 


me? He that is of God heareth the words of a for this cause 
ie 


ye hear them not, because ye are not of God," 


1 Scott, The Fourth Gospel, De 12555 2 John 18:34, 
3 John 8:32. 4 John 8342-47. 
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Thus we see that for this Evangelist, sin is the 
turning away from truth; it is an error in the moral realm. 
Sin is darkness; it is the privation os something good. To 
be freed from sin is to be given access to the Light. This 
term "Light" is constantly recurring in the Gospel. It may 
be taken as, broadly speaking, identical with "truth." Light 
is the immemorial symbol of all that is divine and holy; it 
Suggests gladness, security, quickening, illumination. These 
meanings are all present in the word as used by John. Over 
against the world of "darkness" there is the upper world of 
"Light," of reality and perfection; as Christ describes Him= 
self as the "Truth," He claims elsewhere to be the "Light." 
Men have life through Him because He brings them out into the 
"Light," makes them partakers of the divine reality from which 
they have hitherto been debarred by the conditions of their 
earthly nature. "Light," as thus considered forms a kind of 
middle term between the suf views of the Christian revelation 
which are set before us in the Gospel. It connects itself, 
on the one hand, with God from all eternity as the agent of 
His self-revelation. On the other hand, it implies an ethical 
motive in God's manifestation of Himself in Christ. His nature 
was one of Light, of infinite Love. "If I had not come and 
Spoken unto them, they had not sin; but now they have no excuse 
for their sin." 3 Heal sin, therefore, is a refusal to accept 
the Light as revealed in Christ. "I am come a Light into the 

1 John 15:22. | 
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world, that whosoever believeth on me may not abide in the 
darkness." . "I am the Light of the world; he that followeth 
me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the Light 
Poof life," Jesus illustrates his meaning of this declaration 
by the miracle of healing which he perform on the boy who was 
blind from birth." 7 “When I am in the worl, I am the Light 

: of the world." 

Thus through the process of accepting or rejecting 

' the Light as brought by Jesus into the world, the motive of. 
the Gospel is effected. The judgment is here represented as 
experience continually being carried on in the hearts of men. 
“And this is the judgment, that the Light 1s come into the 

a world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light; for 
a their works were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth 
the Light, neither cometh to the Light lest this works should 
ie be reproved. But he that doeth the truth cometh to the Light, 
_ that his works may be made manifest, that they have been wrought 
Ban goat Christ Himself, though not passing judgment on men, 
4s the factor about which the judgment centers. "For God sent 
not his Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world 
snoula be saved through him. He that believeth on him is not 
| judgea; he that believeth not hath been already judged, because 
“he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of 


6 


God. “ "and Jesus said, for judgment came I into this world 


John (12246. 2idenn 8:12. 3 John 9:31f. 
4 John 935. SS Jonn 3217,18- 6 John 3:19-21. 
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that they that see not may see; and that they that see may 
_ become blind." % "and if any man hear my sayings, and keep 
them not, I judge them not: for J came not to judge the world, 
but to save the world. He that rejecteth mé, and receiveth 
no ny sayings, hath one that Judge him; the word that I spoke, 
the same shall judge him." f 

Jesus came not only to be the Light of the world 
but was also the life of the world. According to Robinson 
"Light" almost never means to John mere physical life, but 
is practically always used in a larger "Light," it always has 
two distinct aspects, a Singular, Palestinian amd a more 
Séientific or phtlosophic, Greek one. The purpose of John's 
Gospel, as stated in 20:51, is that through believing men may 
have life. The simpler use of the term is based directly 
upon the ralestinian point of view of Jesus as master and his 
@Gisciples as students. In Jesus's day tne Jews nad concent- 
rated their dreams of God's highest blessings in the thought 
of the Messianic Age to come. ‘the life of the "age to come," 
i.e., “eternal life," was the greatest hope of every individual. 
John drops tne vewish conception of a coming Singdom largely, 
but retains "eternal life" and energizes it by bringing it 
down to earth from the clouds. He will have it that the new 
Store of knowledge of God which his students gain from Jesus 
puts the possession of "eternal life" here and now within 


1 dohn 9339. 2 John 4:47,48. 
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3 uf 
their grasp. As the Father hath life in Himself, so He 


hath given to the Son to have life in Himself. And He, who 


“ thus shared from all eternity in the absolute, self-existent 
: life of God, came down into this lower world and identified 
‘Himself with our race. Through Christ he entered into 
_ fellowship witn God, and received into himself the divine life. 
: The gift that seemed to be for ever beyond man's reach was now 
‘ directly aecessible to him. 
fnus life through Christ was, for the Evangelist, 

: the highest achievable possibility. Just what the nature of 
mthis life is, as given by Jesus, is hard to determine, for 
: nowhere is it defined for us in this Gospel. In the seven- 

teenth chapter (vs.3) we read: "This is life eternal that they 
inight know thee, the holy true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent." However this does not define for us what life is 
but explains that the <nowledge of God brings with it the life 
“which he gives. This life is essentially different from the life 
of men. "For a8 the Fatner has life in nimself, so too he has 
"granted the Son to have life in himself. é "Tn him was life." ? 
"there are written that ye may believe that Jesus is tne Christ, 
“the Son of God, and that believing ye may have life in his name." 
This is a spiritual life of a personal nature. Ne adjective 
Ee 


7 
| ‘eternal @bes not define its quality but rather insures its 

y | 

Antinity. Eternal life is an age-long, never ending existence. 


1 wnobinson, The Gospel of John, pe 39. 
e vobn 5:26. 3-- Johm Lt4. 4A John 20:31. 
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The quantity is a result of the quality. it musi be eternal 
if it is life at all, because it is related to the eternal God. 
Just as John's conceived of Judgment as a process 
now in progress in the world, so it naturally follows that in 
his conception life should not be postponed to some future 
time. For him life is here, now. “ne that eateth my flesh 
and drinking my blood hath eternal life." - "He that belieweth 


2 - 
sd John does not discard 


_ on the son of God hath eternal life. 
| the popular conception of a final resurrection, but he does not 
give it the prominent place which it had in the earsier Gospei. 
“for tne hour cometh, in which all that are in the tombs shall 
hear his voice, and shali come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of judgment." : Johnn'd idea of the future 
life was tnat it was the fulfilment of the life that should be 
‘entered into here on earth. fine transformation cometh with 
the belief that Jesus is the Son of God. This constitutes 
the passing from death to life. "I am the resurrection and 

‘ the life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
Shall be live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall 
“never die," Jesus' mission in {ile world was to bring men 
from death into life, as was typefied by the raising of 
Lazarus from the dead. 


i vOnin 0355. 2 gvohn 3:36 
5 John 5:28,29. 4 John 11:25, 26. 
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lV. COMMUNIGATION OF LIFE To THRE DISCIPLES 


Life is tne gift of God tnrougn Christ. But how if this 
life to be commumicated to tne disciples? To answer this 
question is the practical religious purpose of the Fourth 
Gospel. in 418 atvempt to set forth the various conditions 
necessary for a union witn wod, John plenas three conceptions 
into one, the intellectual, the volitional, and the mystical 
reiationsnip. 

First, there is the strong intellectual element of 
believing that Christ is tne son of wod. 10 0eLieve is to 
accept the doctrinal hypothesis; it is assending to a dogma. 
"For except ye believe wnat i am ne, ye shall die in your sins." 


~ 


“ i am tne resurcection, and the life: he that believeth on me, 
tnough née die, yet shall he live; and whosoever iivetn and 
believeth on me shall never die. Believetn tuou tois? She 
Saith unto him, Yea, Lord: i uave believeth that thou art the 
Christ, tne bon vi woa, even he that cometh into tne wordd. * < 
Again we find the idea of belief expressed in tne words « 
“But as many as received nim, to tnem gave ue the rignt to 
become children of vod, even to them that believe on his name." 
"that whosoever believeth on him should not perish » but have 
eternal life. For God sent not the Son into the world to 
Judge the world: but that the world should be saved through him. 
He that believeth not hath been judged already because he hath 


1 John S34, 2 John 11325=27. 
3. donn 1:12. 
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not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God." 
These passages suggest more than a mere intellectual assent to 
the doctrine that is the Son of God. Here the idea of trust 
and faith is brought out. As men are trustful of God also 
they must place their trust in Jesus. 

John seeks in very posssible way to so glorify Christ 
that men cannot fail to see that their belief in him is 
justified. As we have already noted, he ascribes to him 
supernatural power and personality. All miracles are performed 
a8 Signs to prove the justification of belief. "If I do not 
the work of my Father, believe me not. But 1f I do then, 
though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know 
and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father." . 
"many other Signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the dis- 
ciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written 
that ye may believe that Jesus is the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in his name," 3 This belief follows 
after one has appreciated the work of Jesus. It embodies in it 
a@ religious experience in which one has recognized his divine 
Power, Belief is an outcome of knowing Jesus. “Now they know 
that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are from thee: for 
the words which thou givest me I have given unto them; and they 
received them, and knew of a truth that I came forth from thee, 
and they believed that thou didst send me." * ‘the immediate 
condition of belief is "knowledge." These two ideas, are 


1 John 3:16-18. 2 John 10:37,28. 
a. gon 20430,31. 4 John 17:7,8. 
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_ several times conjoined in such a way that they might seen 
to be practically one. "They have known surely that I came 
out from Thee, and have believed that Thou didst send me." " 
This intimate knowledge of Christ, which implies a 
Sympathetic relationship with him, is only made possible when 
men are willing to obey his commands. "If any man willeth 
to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is 
of God, or whether {I speak from myself," 2 "Why do ye not 
understand my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. 
te are of your father devil, and the lusts of your father it 
is your your will to do." 7? “ror every one that doeth evil 
) hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works 
‘should be reproved. But he that doeth the truth cometh to the 
light, that his works may be made manifest, that they have been 


wrought in God." + 


"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 

| myself unto hin." : Thus by the volitional process of obedience 
to the ethical demands made by Christ men are given a knowledge 
of God which makes it possible for them to believe him. 

Aside from the intellectual and volitional processes 
involved, there is still a third factor necessary before the 
“spiritual union with Christ can be effected. This 1s represe- 
ntea by the mystical relationship between God and men. In 


4 John 1727. 2 John 7:17. 3 John 8:43,44. 
4 John 3:20,21. 5 John 14:21. 
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| His words, Christ offers Himself to his people; but some- 
thing further is necessary before they can fully participate 
in His sthical life. He requires that they should enter into 
@ relation of permanent union with Him, abiding in Him conti- 
nually, like the branches in the vine. Regard from this 
Side, the doctrine of union with Christ is purely ethical 

and religious. The Evangelist no longer thinks of life as a 
higher essence, imparted magically through the inflow of the 
heavenly nature into the earthly. To be united with Christ 
is to enter into living fellowship with Him - into fellowship 
So real and intimate that 4is mind becomes our mind. ‘This 
doctrine of a mystical union, in which the higher life flows 
uninterruptedly from Christ to the believer, contains the 
central and characteristic thought of the Fourth Gospel. r 
"No man can come to me, except the Father that sent me draw 


2 
hin." "manifeted thy name unto the men whom thou hast given 


me out of the world: thine they were, and thou givest them to 
me are from thee: I pray for them; I pray not for the world, 
but for those whom thou hast given me." 3 "Father, I desire 
that they also whom thou hast given me be with me where 1 am." ‘. 
| Through this mystical drawing power of God Himself, man is 
Given fellowship with Christ. An entire change of nature must 
take place before one can enter this fellowship. Such a change 


in Manis nature is spoken of by John in symbolical language. 


1 Scott, The Fourth Gospel, p. 289. 2 John 6344, 
5 John 1736,7.¢ 4 Jobn 17124. 
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"Except one be born anew, he cannot see the Kingdom of God..... 
_ Except one be born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into 
the Singdom of God. that which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." : Thus the 
new life as brought by Jesus, is nothing less than a second 
| beginning. this life is the Spirit and is not dependent on 
the will of man. This change in Man's life is to be symboli- 
zed by the external rite of baptism. Baptism is the mark of 
the beginning of a new experience in Christ. It in itself is 
useless except as it is the representation of the work of the 
Spirit. 
Christ's very nature. is now shared with the individual 
‘Who has experienced rebirth. But how this process is actually 
accomplished is a different question to answer. The Evangelist 
“make use of several ideas to convey his thought. First of all, 
the words of Christ are regarded by the Evangelist as a part of 
the very nature of Christ, and through them he is able to give 
himself to men. "The words that I have spoken unto you are 
s@pirit and life." S "Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 
‘shall we go?",/ "thou hast the words of eternal life." 3 "rf 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, 
ana it shall be done unto you." i "His words give life, for 
they are a part of his very Being. Those who believeth him are 
‘unable to accept it. "He that is of God heareth the words of 


fm il John 3:3,5. 2 John 6:63. 
i => John 6:68. 4 John 15:7. 
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Godt for this cause ye hear then not, because ye are not 
of God." , 

Again the communication of life is expressed in 
Symbolical language. Jesus offers uimself as the Bread of 
life. “ily Kavner giveth you the true bread out of heaven. 

For tne bread of God is tnat wnich cometh. down out of heaven, 
and giveth life unto the worid........Jesus said unto them, I 
am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger. " : 
this discourse follows the miraculous feeding of the five 
thousand, which John uses as a Symbol of the spiritual bread 
with which Jesus feeds all who come to Him. "This 4s the 
bread which cometh down out of heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down 
out of heaven: yea, and the bread which I will give is my flesh, 
for the life of the world.‘ 2 Thus John interpretes for us 

the Lord's Supper. Through this sacrament Christ continues 

to give Himself to men. Wherever this rite is observed 
Christian believers renew fellowship with Jesus Cprist. 

Living water of another symbol whereby John represents 
the inward life-giving power of Jesus. "thou knowest the gift 
of God and who it is that saith to thee, Give to drink; thou 
wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given these 
diving water.......Every one that drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of the water that 1 give 


id John 8:37. 2 John 6:33. 3+ John. 6:50, 51. 
% John 4310,13, 14. 
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© htm Shall become in him a well of water springing up into 
© eternal life," : "If any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath 
Said, from within shall flow rivers of living water," ¢ 
this inward abiding presence of Christ is perhaps 

best illustrated by the allegory found in the fifteenth 
Behapter. "I am the true vine, anda my Father is the husbandman. 

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh it away; 
| and every branch tha beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that it 
may bear more fruit. Already ye are clean because of the word 
which 1 have spoken ubto you. Abide in me anda I in you. Ag 
the branch cannot bear fruit if itself, except it abide in the 
vine; so neither can ye, except ye abide in me, I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in hin, 
the same branch beareth much fruit: for apart from me ye can do 
nothing. if a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 
branch, and is withered; and they gather them, and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my 
Word abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
rust; and so shall ye be my disciples. Even as the Father 
hath loved me, I also have loved you: abide ye in my love." ? 
This allegory teaches the significance of Jesus as the source 
of life as nothing else could. Spiritual fruitness is 


1 John 4:10,13,14. 2 John 7L37,38. 
3 John 15:1-9. 
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| dependent upon vital wion with him, and life is viewed as 

@ higher king of existence which can be attained only through 
mystical union with Jesus, the Giver of life. This is a 
mutual relationship between God and man experienced through 


Jesus the mediator. 
V THE RETURN OF JESUS: ‘THE SPIRIT 


it was not for his generation only that John did his 

work. His real aim is to elucidated, in the light of history, 
the abiding faets of Christian experience. "There are written, 
that ye may believe." Thus he had made a permanent record 
that men of all generations might read of Jesus, the life giver. 
"Neither for these only do 1 pray, but for them also that believe 
on me through their word; that they may also be one; even as 
thou Yather art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in 
us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me." : These 
words reveal to us the fact that the writer had in mind a broader 
Scope for his mission than for men of his own generation only. 
Jesus' revelation was by no means exausted. His death was not 
the end of his work but inst instead was only the beginning of 
&@ greater mission. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
Will draw all men unto myself." 3 Death after him was not 
humiliation, but was a lifting up to a place of exaltation so 
‘that all men might see his glory. It was a signal by which 
he will attract to himself all those who have in them the 

1 John 20:31. 2. @onm LUP20, 21.4 5: John 12:325 
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craving for the truer life. In his earthly life Jesus was 


able to manifest himself to only a few disciples, but by his 


‘death all earthly limitations were broken dom. He was now 


able to give himself to the entire world. "Except a grain of 
wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itsel alone; 
but if it die, it beareth much fruit." + the earthly life of 
Jesus was only tne manifestation of what the greater work of 
Christ should be. Death was for him an episode in his life 
in its eternity. As his earthly life was necessary for the 


revelation of the Father's nature, so his return to the Father 


was also necessary that men of all ages might know God. ae 2 


lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep 1 have, which 


are not of this fold: them also i must bring, and they shall 


hear my voice; and they shall become one flock, one shepherd. 
therefore doth the Father Love, because i lay down my life, | 
that 1 may take it again." : "neverthless 1 tell you the truth: 
4t is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go away, the 
Simforter Will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send 
him unto you." ? 
Two ideas which vonn uses, of the coming of the 
Spirit and the return of Christ, are identified. Jesus is 


Coming again, in a little while, not on the clouds, but in 


According to Dr. McCown John wishes to identify them. Only 


the spiritual Christ who is always to be present in the world 


1 Jonn 12:24. 2 dohn 10:15-17. % PonmsLois. 


oy 


roan wast size eens aed ai | seek apened ost 
a oud. saigtoett wer. a xiao: oe loamin Jaets 
won Bat en) timed pinion owew: aeoteestest Las: 
ee etal eect .birom erties: ead of roasts bees 


s oe rs 


to ee netescs is: Satin Xe “goltadvet tne Rete esi ess 

“othe. in Bt oboatae ite aid set sew dised | sed piven #4: 
oe met wasenecen eev etil qidiues eta Bh tense ei - 
reel sth os mtuder Bid 68: cwlden ec te% : “one. 30: got . | a7 
ho woe, digits nese ifs to som. saad yissaccom: cata’ oa 
sf orn asede worse Sth ,qeede ont +o) 6t£s ye mre. ei 
hie pt bas wanted gave. 4-oala ‘meds: iblod Bing deison9 _ 
s ie tt tH tool? ene endoed LLerda: Yana ‘Bak ieotev: we | 
ss te Keb Yai 4 esusced ,ovet + dai eid. Atob- etoRe 
+3 odd wo eine 3 4 beeidgeavon" Pe, cipea $2 sae vos Sih 
wre oa 3 ts ‘SOL yams og iodadd voy tot Jaetbegxe | “| 
Koos ‘tite ES +9 i td Sid: tyey oto ones tor Lite aosn0% 
. ete osens 


- 


— 


| ert ¥o tl AED Said to Bee 2n6. coicw enebs ee 
a asad -ebetiienens eta ~teitdy ‘Yo vend on ont bag ae 
BL diet ceboole ons ti ars altar eisc ii @ ot tage ‘pie 
Yieo ones “Ytidasb! of -nedety, ales mr 0oM +e ee 
bigow-ent al tdeaoic.od at § ewle: si osw<deitcdo: cesd.ttge § ‘i r 
2x68 tat sVIACEIGE its 8 wASrgl dacl. hae 


= 39= 


can say, "R,main in me, as i remain in you," z Just as in 
Ro,8 Paul speaks of the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, 
and Christ as one and the Same, so in the Fourth Gospel the 
Comforter, the Spirit of truth, and Christ Hymself are one.” 

Professor Robinson of Chicago maintains that the 
Holy Spirit is the object of Jesus' going and the return of 
Jesus always means to him the coming of the Spirit, for to 
him the object of Jesus return and second Stay with his later 
disciples was to confer this gift of the Spirit upon them. 
Hence we are not surprised to read in this particular Gospel 
that at Jesus' reappearance to his Galilean disciple “He 
breathed on tnem, and Says to them, Receive the Holy Spirit." 5 

The identification of the bringing of the Spirit 
as the great object and the sufficient explanation of his 
"coming again" holds true in the following verses John 14:20- 
24. In verses 25 ff. we have this same point view in regard to 
_ the second coming carried a step further. The "Helper" 
previously referred the Holy Spirit will "bring to remembrance’ 
that Jesus said "I go away, and I return" and his very presence 
will be the absolutely satisfactory answer and put a stop once 
tor all to all spechlation over what he was refering to when 
he said "I go away and return. 

On the side of method, this was a feat of religious 
statemanship on John's part. He made no direct attack upon 


1 John 15:4. 2 McCown, T,e Promise of His Coming, p.e210. 
3 8B.W. Robinson, The Gospet ef. deh, Pe 255. 
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those who took the apocalyptic prophecies literally. Yet 
he did not evade but answered Clearly and definitely all who 
_weere asking the question, "Where is the promise of his coming?" 
Jesus has already returned and is present spiritually in our 
midst, answered John, and put his answer to positive use in 
the enrichment of the religious consciousness of his hearers. 
Again in verse 28 Jesus Says, "I go away, and I come to you." 
The position taken and unfolded at length in the chapter is ; 
that the promise of the Second Coming is no longer promise, 
but fulfilment for every believer who has open his heart that 
Jesus might dwell there, along with the gift of Eternal Life 
that he comes bearing with him. 

No various functions are ascribed to the Holy Spirit. 
He will teach the disciples, © declare Christ's truth, *guide 
the disciples into all the truth of Christ, t bring his teaching 
home to the recollection of his followers, z glorify Christ 
and bear testimony concerning hin, : and convict the world 
Concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. ! He will hold 
constant fellowship with the disciples, ; He will continually 
abide at their side and dwell within them as a source of 
| inspiration.” Dr. Stevens hold this idea that the world of 
the Spirit's activity is the same as that of Christ. He is 
the continuator of the redemptive process in the world; he makes 
1 B.W. Robinson, The Gospel of John, pe 218. 
2 John 14:26. 3 John 16:14. 4 John 16:13. 


5 John 14:26. 6 John 14:14,15..°°7. John 16:8. 
8 John 14318. 9 John 14:17. 
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real an effective in human life the truth which the earthly 
mission of Christ revealed. Hence the Spirit of truth 
: interpretes these divine realities which constitute the inner 
“meaning of the life of Jesus and fosters in men the spiritual 
life which accords with then.? 

As to the Spirit's coming and his own coming to his 
disciples Dr. Stevens agrees with Dr. Robinson of Chicago. 
"He (the Spirit) abideth with you, and shall be in you, I will 
not leave you desolate: I come to you." In connection with the 
promise of the Spirit Jesus assures his followers that they 
Shall soon behold him again: "A little while, and ye behold 
me no more, and again a little while, and ye shall see me." z 
This is understeod to mean that although he will soon be withd= 
rawn from their physical sight, he will still be spiritually 
present with them and they shall see him with the eye of the 
spirit. In both manifestations he is the same; the name "Holy 
Spirit" is but a personification of the invisible relation 
Which he will sustain to them after his ascention. The same 
identification of Christ and the Spirit is found in the words 
of Jesus after his resurrection on which he breathed on his 
disciples and said: "Receive ye the Holy Spirit." ? In reality, 
the Spirit is identical with Himself. : 

Thus in the same breath, Jesus speaks of the coming 
of the Comforter, who is the Spirit of truth, and of his own 
| l Stevens, The Theology of the New Testament, p. 214. 


2 John 16:16. 3 John 20:22. 4 Stevens, 
The Theology of New Testament, p. 215. 
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return. The two ideas seem to be interchangeable. Thus 
the coming of the Spirit is in reality the return of Jesus 
Humself as a spiritual presence in the hearts of his disciples. 
He is not the Logos the same Jesus of history now appearing 

in spiritual forn. He will carry on the work which Jesus 

did while on earth. This Gospel connects the whole influence 
of the Spirit of God in the human heart with personality of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

This second coming of Jesus followed immediately 
after his departure from the earth. "I will not leave you 
desolate; I come wnto you, yet a little while, the world 
beholdeth me no more; but ye behold me; because I live, ye 
Shall live also." * He had thus told his @isciples while with 
them on earth that he would return in a little while, but they 
had not understand what he had meant by " a little while." 

"A little while, and ye behold me no more; and again a little 
Wnile ye shall see me. Some of his discipes therefore said 
to one another, What is this that he saith unto us, a little 
While, and ye behold me not; and again a little while, and ye 
Shall see me; and because I go to the Father? They said 
therefore, What is this that he saith, a little while? We 
know not what he saith. John interpretes the Parousia as 
already having taken places, thus making it identical with the 
Coming of the Spirit. Already the brief interview of time 

| 1 John 14:18,19. 
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had elasped. It had been a time of anguish and sorrow to 
the disciples for they had not realized the Joy that was to 
be theirs as soon as Jesus should return to the Father. "ye 
Shall weep and lament, but the world shill rejoice; ye shall 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. A 
woman when she is travail hath sorrow, because her hour is 
come; but when she is delivered of the child, she remembereth 
no more the anguish, for the joy that a man 1s born into the 
world. And ye now therefore have sorrow; but 1 will see you 
again and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one takes 
from you.” 

This return was not outward manifestation to the 
world, but would be known only to the believers. "Yet a 
little while and the world beholdeth me no more; but ye behold 
me; because I live ye shall also live." "I will pray the 
Father and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
be with you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world 
cannot receive; for it beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him; 
for he abideth with you and shall be in you." Ze 44 was to be 
an inward experience which the uncelieving world could not see 
nor understand. The believers would know him, gor he was to 
be the same Jesus who had lived with them on earth. His body, 
now changed and freed from all earthly limitations, could pass 
through closed doors; but it was, neverthless, his own body. 


lL John 16:21,22. 2 Jonn 14:19. 3 John 14:16,17. 
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This is made very clear to us by the experience that Thmas 
had with him. "And after elgnt days again his disciples were 
within, and Thomas was with then. Jesus cometh, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto 
you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger and 
see my hands; and reach hither thy hand and put it unto my 
side and be not faithless but believing. Thomas answered 
and said unto him, My Lord and my Goa." Thus he is proved 
to be the same familiar character which the disciples had 
always known, dwelling in the body they themseves could recog- 
nizes; he is not merely an ethereal spirit. 

"Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not 
yet ascended unto uy Father, but go unto my brethren and say 
to them, — ascend unto my Father and your Father, and my God 
and your God." + ‘nus it seems that John wishes to represent 
the ascention to the Father as following immediately after the 
resurrection. Between the time that Jesus sees Mary and 
forbids her to touch him, and his return to his disciphes on 
that same evening, when he permits them to handle him, the 
ascention has taken place. His body has now been transformed. 

While Jesus had been with them on earth, the disciples 
had not been able to wholly understand Jesus' words and works, 
“Jesus answered and said unto him, What i do thou knowest not 


n 2 


now; but thou shalt understand hereafter. "These things 


4 John 20:17. 2 John 13:3. 
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have 4 spoken unto you in dar Sayings, but shall tell you 
plainly of the Father." Now they were to know him more 
intimately and would understand him, for he was to abide in 
their very hearts Before, he could not tell them all that he 
would, but he will reveal himself fully to them through the 
Spirit. "I have yet many things to say unto you, but you 
cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, ha shall guide you into all the truth; for he shall 
not speak from himself; but what things soever he shall hear, 
these shall he speak; and he shall declare unto you the things 
that are to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall take of 
mine, and shall declare it unto you." . 

Hereafter Jesus' disciples are to dwell with him in 
mansions prepared for them by him. "In my Father's home are 
Many mansions; if it were not so, i would have told you; for 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
Place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto myself; 
‘that where I am there ye may be also." 3 thus by his return 
in the hearts of the believers, Jesus usheres his disciples 
into the eternal mansions, or spiritual abiding places, which 
“he has prepared for then. This experience takes place at the 
time of his return to the Father and is not postponed to some 
indefinite future time. 1t will occur while the disciples are 
still living on earth. Toey are not to be carried away from 


1 John 16:25. 2 Jonn 16:12-i4,. 5 dohnl4:?2,3. 
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the world, but are to be left in the worl. "I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them from the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil one." 2 
“rom henceforth the disciples are to be in a 

spiritual union with C)rist; this is life eternal. “Father, 

i declare that they also whom thou hast given me be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me." “He wilt abide in them and they will abide in 
him and no one can take away their joy from them." 2 it is 
only through this permanent union with Christ that the disci- 
ples can bear spiritual fruit. It is to this end that they 
have been called into discipleship. "Yet did not choose me,. 
but I choose you, and appointed you, that ye should go and 
bear fruit, and your fruit should abide." Z "Every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit, he taketh it away." 2 “Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye 
be my disciples." Spiritual fruit bearing is the ultimate 


outcome of the abiding life in Jesus Christ. 
lV. CONCLUSION 


What then is the religious significance of Jesus as 
found in John's Gospel? By means of the indwelling Logos 
in the Jesus of history, God is revealed to the world. He 
is the only way whereby man can come to God and thus know the 


1 Johnl7:15. 2 John 17:27- %i ag ohny 1622. 
4 John 15:16. 5 John 15:2. 
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truth. Therefore rejection of Jesus is the essence of sin. 
- Judgment thus rests with men in his attitude toward God as 
revealed in Jesus. 

Jesus, now the heavenly Being, is set free from 
all earthly limitation of time and space. He can now continue 
nis work of revelation through all ages. . His message is 
adapted to each new generation. But it is only as we know 
his earthly life that we can appreciate God as he revealed 
him. Christ's historical manifestation conveys a different 
message to each succeeding time, but can never be supereded. 
Thus John was de-localized and de-materialized Jesus, but was 
not removed him from history. Paul had found Jesus by spirit- 
val contact with him personally, that had emancipated him fron 
Slavery to Jewish cerenonialism and legalism. In like manner 
John bases his religion upon the power of Jesus personally 
manifested in his own life and in the lives of other Christians. 
John finds both the simpler and the more philosophic use suited 
to his purpose of conveying to his audience the significance 
of the historical Jesus. Jesus is the Logos, the Light, and 
ihe Life. Writing as he does, so long after Jesus' eartnly 
| life had closed, John recognizes the fact that Christianity 
is pound up inseparably with the life of Jesus. 

St. John 's contribution to the spread of Christianity 
_ through the world consisted in thus linking together a Palest- 


dnian and a Greek way of stating the Christian way of Salvation 
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or emancipation from the material so as to express with double 
power the religious significance of Jesus. it gave the 

| Christian gospel a cosmic and scientific basis in present life. 
it universalized its appeal. Every one wishes life, more 
abundant life. it is the great consuming desire of humanity. 
John wrote of Jesus as he himself had known him. All who 
would accept Jesus as he himself had done, might have this 
same fellowship with him. this Gospel is thus a record of 
John's own experience in Christ. John proclaims to every one: 
in nim if Life, and "Blessed are they that have not seen and 


yet have believed." (20:29) 


~ 


End of 


The religious significance of Jesus In the fourth gospel 


This title was preceded by 


The influence of puritanism on the rise of capitalism 
The pedagogy of Jesus 


Young Christian India : a cross-section of the thought- 
life of the present day Indian Christian youth 


And is continued by 
The synoptic problem in recent new testament 
criticism 
search by above titles on archive.org to 
continue reading this collection of Pacific 
school of Religion Theses from 1927 


call number Thesis Cage 1927 


